
I. Introduction

Westward Expansion refers to the movement of settlers and the expansion of 

American territory from the East Coast to the West in the 19th century. This period saw 

the United States acquire new territories through a series of treaties and wars, including

the Mexican-American War and the Louisiana Purchase. The movement was driven by 

a variety of factors, including economic opportunities, the desire for land and resources,

and a belief in Manifest Destiny.

The causes of Westward Expansion included the growth of the American 

population, the availability of new lands and resources, and the rise of industrialization. 

The Homestead Act of 1862, which granted land to settlers in the West, played a 

significant role in encouraging migration. Additionally, the discovery of gold in California 

and the construction of railroads facilitated the movement of settlers.

The consequences of Westward Expansion included the displacement of Native 

American communities and the spread of slavery. The expansion also led to political 

and social tensions, particularly between Northern and Southern states over the issue of 

slavery. These tensions eventually contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861.

II. Economic Factors

The Homestead Act of 1862 was a key factor in encouraging westward migration

in the United States. This act granted free land to settlers who agreed to live on and 

cultivate the land for at least five years. This provided a strong incentive for people to 

move west and settle in new territories, as they were able to obtain land without having 

to pay for it.

The impact of Westward Expansion on the Northern and Southern economies


